Public Hearing at Gun Point:
Eyewitness Account of Jadugoda Uranium Mines

I attended a public hearing on Bandurang (Jharkhand) opencast mining proposed by UCIL on 25th February 2004. This opencast mining is coming in a tribal area with a leasehold area of 687.33 acres. This total land consist of mainly agricultural land (140.87 ha), Forest Land (66.1 ha) and grazing land (23.57) and waste land.
 

The UCIL didn't follow the right public hearing procedure and despite many letters and request the complete EIA and EMP documents were not provided to people. This is mandatory now as per the 13th June 2002 amendment of MoEF to the EIA notification. As this is a schedule 5 area no consent of gram sabha has been sought and the same stands for the consent for forest clearance under FCA.
 

On the day of public hearing the UCIL brought two bus full of their employees from other neighbouring villages and they occupied all the front seats. Some 200 policemen and policewomen were deployed who were stopping the villagers to come to the venue. The moderator of the public hearing  (member sec State pollution control board) almost acted as a mouth piece of the company.
 

The local villagers, especially women were not allowed to speak in the public hearing whereas only the people chosen by UCIL were allowed to speak. There was a unanimous opposition to this project by the villagers but the Pollution board declared that it was approved by them. The UCIL goons were also present there and were not allowing people to make presentations. They had also plans to stone our vehicles and group.
 

This is really serious as this kind of public hearing will set the trend in Jharkhand and people will lose their voice in decision making. Also the Chairperson made some personal remarks on me, for which I am sending him a legal notice.
 

I am thinking of drafting an appeal to be sent to State pollution control board, MoEF, and district administration to cancel this public hearing.
 

Sunita Dubey
Environmental Justice Initiative
65, Masjid Road, Jungpura
New Delhi 110 014

